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same manner as the Iroquois treated them, when they
fell into their hands. Indeed, he would have been
burned that very night, had not Monsieur de Mont-
magny caused orders to be given them in a very
emphatic manner. The violence of their fury was
therefore restrained; and the Christians were secretly
advised to represent the importance of the matter to
their countrymen,—that overtures of peace could be
made only through those captives, and that peace
meant the welfare and salvation of the whole country.
When their first feelings of rage were appeased, they
became more tractable.

The Hurons were also spoken to about giving up
their prisoners; but they turned a deaf ear. Some
savages, who saw what Monsieur the Governor
desired, [178] made him understand their fashion of
delivering prisoners. They handed him thirty-two or
thirty-three straws, saying that a similar number of
presents would speak more effectively for the deliv-
erance of the prisoners, than the most eloquent
tongues in the world; and that it was thus that those
who wished for peace should act. Indeed, feasts,
presents, and harangues do all the business of these
savages. When Monsieur de Montmagny saw this,
he caused to be spread out in the courtyard of the
fort, on a fine day, three considerable presents con-
sisting of axes, blankets, kettles, arrowheads, and
similar articles. Then he ordered the Chiefs and
principal men of the Algonquins and Hurons who
were then at the Three Rivers to be summoned
before him. When they had taken their places, each
on his own side, he made his Interpreter explain to
them what those presents meant. He had already
caused to be strongly impressed on them, and had



